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: Front Matter

The Editor's Uneasy Spleen
DONALD D. JACKSON, in a wit-piece called "A Brief History of Scholarly
Publishing.," begins: "5°,000 B.C. Stone Age publisher demands that all
manuscripts be double-spaced, and hacked on one side of stone only." The
chronology, including such items as "1916. First successful divorce case
based on failure of author to thank his wife, in the foreword of his book,
for typing the manuscript." is reprinted in Scholarly Books in America for
July 1966, a quarterly bibliography published by the Association of American University Presses, and delivered to the desk of almost every professional scholar in America. Don Jackson, editor of the University of Illinois
Press, besides entertaining his colleagues, has edited and annotated in two
volumes The Journals of Zebulon Montgomery Pike for the University of
Oklahoma Press.
\
Book ~nd magazine publishers remain puzzled that,. with typewriters in
use one year short of a century, so many authors have not learned to set the
carriage return at two spaces, apparently unaware that editors and typesetters breathe more easily with extra space between lines. Some of the most
experienced researchers have not discovered that thesis-style is not ms.-style,
and that everything, including poetry, quotations, footnotes, and bilr
liographies, should be double-spaced. The scholarly impedimenta demand
elaborate markings. for the printer, line-by-line proofreading, and are much
more difficult to set in type than the "straight matter" of ordinary text.
Indeed, the publishing profession continues to be astonished that the
same writers who would take offense if the plumber or electrician had not
read local safety regulations, blithely ignore rules put forth in every writers'
manual and magazine, not only to double-space mss., but to inscribe the
author's name and address on the first sheet, name and page number on
the following sheets, and enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope. To do
otherwise is to invite the same reception the housewife gives the salesman
who sticks a muddy foot in the door. To put one's soul on paper calls for a
highly developed ego, and the publishers' clan guesses that writers simply
do not know that thousands of other souls are sticking their muddy feet in
the same door. While authors may sense, in a vague way, that mss. by
other writers might be rejected, apparently they cannot believe that their
own brainchild might be coolly received for not following Washington's
rules of conduct.
Content and immortal prose are, of course, vital criteria, but many an
editor has read a weak ms. all the way through just because it was impeccably typed on good paper with margins wide enough to invite him to
continued on page 174
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continued from page 98

kibitz. Even editors are lazy, and when under a blue moon they find a mS.
which calls for no more work than instructions to the printer, there is a
rejoicing in the halls of Knopf and Knossos followed by a beach-party at
the Pierian Spring. Most authors who see print, including some of our
favorites, long ago learned how to soothe the editor's savage temperament.
Increasingly our desks are crossed with thin sheets of punched paper,
the products of the computers which are replacing chimpanzees in the
realm of national literature. Computers, it seems, are only human too, because somebody keeps forgetting to push the buttons for double-spacing and
fresh black printing ribbons.
A poem by John Tobias, published in NMQ, Spring 1961, titles a new
young people's anthology: ReBections on a Gift of Watermelon PicHe ...
and Other Modem Verse. It has been assembled by three former New
Mexicans-Stephen Dunning (now at the University of Michigan), Edward Lueders (University of Utah) and Hugh Smith (California State
College at Long Beach). Its concept guided by a professional team, the
book was designed by Donald Marvine, and succeeds in the very tricky
business of facing poems with forty-eight superb photographs. Some illustrate poems in a literal sense, others convey their spirit through the artform of the picture. Subtly planned and typographically engaging, the
resulting book is a visual and intellectual experience which should persuade
children (and adults) that poetry is one of life's joys. Released at $2.96 by
Scott, Foresman Co. as a quality textbook for junior high schools, the selection involves such old friendS as Langston Hughes, John Ciardi, William
Carlos Williams, Yvor Winters, Winfield Townley Scott,· .and Dorothy
Parker, plus a host of newer names, without fulling into tired' anthologism.
The final poem, which won top billing in a survey of subteen readers, is
that of Mr. Tobias. It begins:.
During that summer .
When unicorns were still possible;
When the purpose of knees
Was to be skinned; . . .

A new literary publication, Novel, will appear for the first time in 1967
and will be published three times a year at Brown University, Providence,
Rhode Island. Subtitled "A Forum on Fiction," the journal will evaluate
the novel as a literary medium in all ages and in all countries. Editor Edward A. Bloom announces essays by such writers as Mark Schorer, Henri
Peyre, Ian Watt, Michel Butor, and Dorothy Van Ghent. Critics and
practicing novelists will be members of the publication board and authors
from the U.S., England, France, Italy, Germany, Spain, India, and the
Soviet Union are expected to contribute.
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